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The issue of federal control versus states rights has come to the forefront in Mexico, with the
governments of Mexico City and Yucatan state challenging the right of President Vicente Fox
Quesada's administration to impose its policies on them. Mexico City authorities are questioning the
federal government's decision to impose daylight-saving time, while the Yucatan government has
challenged the administration's right to appoint members of the electoral body that would monitor
the gubernatorial elections in May.
Until very recently, an outright challenge to a federal policy was rare because of the strong grip the
long-governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) had on municipal and state governments.
This began to change in 1999, when Chihuahua Gov. Patricio Martinez, a member of the PRI,
initiated a program to register automobiles brought into Mexico illegally. Martinez's program went
against the wishes of the federal government, which wanted to crack down on these vehicles, known
as autos chocolates (see SourceMex, 1999-05-26).
The next year Martinez joined governors from the two other parties in opposing President Ernesto
Zedillo's directive to require registration of new and used automobiles through the Registro
Nacional de Vehiculos, known as Renave (see SourceMex, 2000-08-09).
The Zedillo government managed to resolve both cases without the intervention of the courts. In
contrast, the Mexico City challenge to the Fox administration's authority is headed to Mexico's
highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN). The SCJN is not expected to rule
on the Yucatan case, but has apparently decided to make a ruling in another electoral dispute in
neighboring Tabasco state.

High court to review daylight-saving time issue
Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador scored a political victory when he convinced the
SCJN to review Fox's directive on daylight-saving time. The directive would impose daylight-saving
time from May 1 through Sept. 30 (see SourceMex, (see SourceMex, 2001-01-24).
Fox has defended the directive, saying it would save electrical energy during the summer months
and keep Mexico on the same time as the US and other major trade partners. Lopez Obrador, armed
with a public-opinion poll showing strong opposition by Mexico City residents to the time change,
had already announced plans to disregard the federal directive issued at the end of January.
If the Mexico City mayor were allowed to disregard the federal directive, the Mexico City
metropolitan area would have two different times. All city-run facilities would remain on standard
time, while all federal facilities in the capital, as well as all communities in Mexico state, would move
to daylight-saving time on May 1. But the Mexico City mayor, confident that the SCJN will rule in his
favor, has said he will comply with any directive issued from high court.
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The SCJN has promised that a ruling will be issued before May 1. Some legal experts see the
possibility that the high court could rule in favor of Lopez Obrador's position. "Article 73 of the
Mexican Constitution states that only the Congress has the power to legislate on matters related
to electrical energy," said Diego Valades, a law expert at the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de
Mexico (UNAM). Critics have accused Fox and Lopez Obrador of using the daylight-saving time
issue for political gain. "It appears they are involved in a power game," said SCJN Justice Clemente
Valdez. "And while the power struggle is in full force, the interests of citizens are being overlooked."

Yucatan may have to postpone gubernatorial elections
Animosities are even stronger in Yucatan state, where PRI Gov. Victor Cervera Pacheco and the PRIdominated state legislature have challenged the right of a federal electoral court (Tribunal Federal
Electoral, TRIFE) to designate members of the state electoral board (Comision Estatal Electoral,
CEE). The Yucatan state legislature, with Cervera's blessings, late last year appointed an electoral
council sympathetic to the PRI.
The TRIFE ruled that this action was improper and proceeded to appoint its own 14-member CEE
(see SourceMex, 2000-12-20, 2001-01-14). The impasse had not been resolved as of early March,
with two separate electoral boards in place less than three months before the May 27 gubernatorial
elections.
Interior Secretary Santiago Creel tried unsuccessfully to reach a compromise with Cervera but
failed. Creel will not hold any more negotiations with the Yucatan governor. "The Tribunal Electoral
del Poder Judicial de la Federacion (TEPJF) issued a ruling, and it must be obeyed," said Cervera.
The intransigence of the Cervera government has only served to bring the center-left Partido de la
Revolucion Democrtica (PRD), the conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), and two smaller
parties behind a single candidate: Patricio Patron Laviada. The creation of the coalition is significant,
since PRD grassroots members as recently as a few weeks ago were resisting any alliance with the
PAN (see SourceMex, 2001-02-07).
Patron Laviada will represent the four-party alliance (Alianza por Yucatan) against Orlando Paredes
Lara of the PRI in the May elections. Unless the impasse is ended soon, the Yucatan gubernatorial
election may have to be postponed.
The PAN and the PRD are considering urging the Fox administration to take the unpopular step of
seizing control of the state government from Cervera. "I do not discard this possibility," said PRD
president Amalia Garcia. "What is desirable is that we go forward with legal elections."
Despite the controversy, SCJN justices say the Yucatan case is not likely to reach the highest court.
In interviews with several news media, justices said the opinion of the court is that the TEPJF ruling
is very clear. In an interview with the weekly news magazine Proceso, Justice Juventino Castro y
Castro said the Yucatan government is inviting "juridical chaos" by ignoring the decision.
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Court ruling could move up Tabasco elections
The SCJN, however, was expected to rule on another controversial electoral dispute involving
neighboring Tabasco state. Responding to an appeal filed by the PRD, the high court is expected
to find that former governor Roberto Madrazo Pintado illegally amended the state constitution,
thereby forcing opposition parties to accept a compromise after the TEPJF threw out results of
the gubernatorial elections held in October 2000. The court ruled there was sufficient evidence of
fraud and illegal use of resources by the Madrazo government to nullify the results of the race (see
SourceMex, 2000-10-18 and 2001-01-10).
The constitutional changes enacted by the Madrazo administration provided that the period for a
new election could be extended as much as a year. This circumvented the Tabasco state constitution,
which provided for new elections to be held within six months of the original electoral date. Under
the court ruling, new elections could be held as early as late June, said PRD president Enrique
Fernandez Valdes. (Sources: Proceso, 03/04/01; El Diario de Yucatan, 03/01/01, 03/02/01, 03/05/01;
El Financiero, 01/27/01, 02/16/01, 02/23/01, 02/27/01, 02/28/01, 03/01/01, 03/02/01, 03/06/01; CNI en
Linea, 02/01/01, 02/19/01, 02/25/01, 02/28/01, 03/01/01, 03/04/01, 03/06/01; Notimex, 02/26/01, 03/01/01,
03/06/01; La Jornada, 02/26/01, 02/27/01, 03/01/01, 03/02/01, 03/06/01; Novedades, 02/27/01, 02/28/01,
03/01/01, 03/02/01, 03/06/01; Excelsior, 01/27/01, 03/02/01, 03/05/01, 03/07/01; Reforma, 01/29/01,
02/02/01, 02/26-28/01, 03/01/01, 03/05-07/01; The News, 02/02/01, 02/27/01, 03/01/01, 03/05/01,
03/07/01; El Universal, 02/07/01, 03/01/01, 03/02/01, 03/07/01; El Economista, 02/08/01, 03/02/01,
03/05/01, 03/07/01)
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